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What’s the difference between 

Language and Literature?

LITERATURE

Study novels, plays and 

poems in detail. 

LANGUAGE 

Study the way in which 

writers use language in 

texts from the ‘real 

world’, both WRITTEN 

and SPOKEN.
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How will the texts be studied?

Students must demonstrate understanding 

of:

•  ‘The ways in which writers shape meaning in 

their texts’

• ‘The ways in which texts are interpreted by 

different readers’

• ‘The ways in which texts relate to one another 

and to the contexts in which they are written’



What this means 

Lots of links to historical context 

Looking at literary theories and 

thinking about what interests 

you (you choose your own texts 

for coursework!) 

Looking at current issues in the Media

Watching different performances of texts



What will you be expected to 

do?
Essay-writing is an 
important part of this 
course; in the exam period 
you will be required to write 
4 essays.

Students can also take part in 
the extra curricular activities 
available in the department – 
there is also a social side!

Discussion and group work are 
important as students need to 
develop their own ideas.

Independent work, such as 
reading other works; doing 
some research on the texts



What do our current students 

think about English Literature?
I would recommend English Literature 

because….

It is always good fun, the 

topics are interesting and so 

relevant. It is also a good 

subject that helps form 

connections between you 

and your peers.

It sets you up for 
University 
academically. 

The analysis and essay 

skills you learn are 

essential for future 

studies, such as your 

dissertation at 

University. 

It is challenging 

but also fulfilling 

and so 

interesting

“Literature adds to 

reality it does not 

simply describe it”



Study a Range of Texts 

Shakespeare and Webster 1600s

    Dystopian from 1960s until modern day

Poetry- Victorian Pre- Raphaelite poetry 

through to Duffy’s modern day poems



Wider reading – The synoptic 

unit DYSTOPIAN
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Where can it take me? 

It develops your essay writing, discussion and analytical 

skills; helping you with university and job applications. 

Careers: 

• Business

• Publishing

• HR

• Editing

• Public Relations

• Journalism

• Teaching



Combination of subjects 
Miss Hunt

English Literature

Theatre Studies 

History

Psychology (AS)

Mrs Graham

English Literature

Psychology

History

Music

A few past Students combination of 

subjects

English Literature

History

Geography 

English Literature

Sociology

History

English Literature

Sociology

Business

Mrs Rutter
English Language and Literature 
Combined A Level
French
German
Media Studies

English Literature

Physics

Chemistry

Maths

English Literature

Applied 

Psychology

BTEC Sport

English Literature

Computer Science

Art



So…why choose A Level English 

Literature?

“English literature students tend to 
be highly skilled in research 
competencies and have a range of 
both subject-specific and 
transferable skills of analysis, 
argument, and research”.(Prof. Rick 
Rylance, Corpus Christi College, 
Oxford)



A Level (Year 13)
Exam 1:

•Shakespeare (repeated from Year 12)

•Poetry written before 1900 (Rossetti repeated 

from Year 12)

•Drama written before 1900 (Duchess of Malfi)

•Exam 2: 

•Two texts from a topic area (e.g. Dystopian) 

Unseen Extract and a comparative essay

•Non-examined Assessment (Currently ‘The 

History Boys’ compared to ‘Half of a Yellow 

Sun’, ‘Brick Lane’ or ‘Small Island’, ‘The 

World’s Wife’ by Carol Ann Duffy.)



Any questions speak with your 

teacher or email 
Mrs Graham

a.graham@alleynes.staffs.sch.uk 

Or

Miss Hunt 

d.hunt@alleynes.staffs.sch.uk

mailto:a.graham@alleynes.staffs.sch.uk
mailto:d.hunt@alleynes.staffs.sch.uk
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